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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 10/27/2005 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1,7,9, 11, 13, 15-17, 21, and 24 have been amended. 

3. Claims 2, 8, 10, 12, 14, and 23 have been canceled. 

4. Claims 1, 3-7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15-22, and 24 are now pending. 

5. The applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15-22, and 24 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the following new grounds of rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37CFR LI 14 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. The applicant's submission filed on 1 1/22/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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9. Claim 24 recites "a first one of the at least one user" and "another one of the at least one 
user". From the claim it cannot be ascertained how there could be a first user and another user 
when there exists only one user, thus making the scope of the claim unclear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 1, 3-7, 9, 11, 13, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jiang (U.S. Patent Number 6,898,432). 

12. Concerning claims 1, 7, 9, 1 1, and 13, Jiang did not explicitly state executing an 
additional information transfer completed within the remaining time period. However, Jiang's 
system tracks the time period during which communications can be made as well as the time it 
takes to transfer a first content. Thus, the system clearly maintains the remaining time period, 
simply the difference. In addition, Jiang's system utilizes a unified content access layer that 
optimizes content transfer. It would have been clear to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
additional content should be transferred in the remaining time if possible as this would clearly 
optimize the content transfer overall. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Jiang by adding the 
ability to execute an additional information transfer completed within the remaining time period. 
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13. Some claims will be discussed together. Those claims which are essentially the same 
except that they set forth the claimed invention as a method are rejected under the same rationale 
applied to the described claim. 

14. Thereby, Jiang discloses: 

• <Claims 1 and 11> 

An apparatus, comprising: means for establishing communications between a first 
network and a second network in proximity to the first network (column 5, lines 19-35 
and column 10, lines 50-66); means for predicting a time period during which 
communications between the first network and the second network can be made (column 
10, lines 25-34); means for transferring information between the first network and the 
second network so that said transferring means completes the information transfer within 
the time period (column 1 1, lines 8-45); and means for determining whether a remaining 
time period exists subsequent to said transferring means completing the information 
transfer within the time period so that said transferring means is capable of executing an 
additional information transfer completed within the remaining time period (column 9, 
line 51 through column 10, line 3 and obviousness as discussed above). 

• <Claim 3> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, the first network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a local area network, a wide area network, a 
vehicle area network, a personal area network, a fabric area network and a world wide 
network (column 5, lines 19-35). 
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• <Claim 4> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , the second network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home area network a local area network a wide area network, a 
vehicle area network, a personal area network, a fabric area network, and a world wide 
network (column 10, lines 50-66). 

• <Claim 5> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, said predicting means predicting the time period 
based on at least one of the following: file size, data rate, user preference, and file priority 
(column 9, lines 1-17). 

• <Claim 6> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in the event at least one of the first network and the 
second network is a vehicle area network, said predicting means predicting the time 
period based on at least one of the following: file size, data rate, user preference, file 
priority, vehicle status, engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, hood 
status, fuel cap status, and garage door status (column 9, lines 1-17). 

• <Claim 7> 

An apparatus, comprising: a local area network having at least one device 
communicatively coupled on said local area network (column 10, lines 50-66); means for 
establishing communications with a vehicle area network having at least one device 
communicatively coupled n the vehicle area network (column 5, lines 19-35); means for 
predicting a time period during which communications between said local area network 
and the vehicle area network can be made (column 10, lines 25-34); means for 
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transferring information between said local area network and the vehicle area network so 
that said transferring means completes the information transfer within the time period 
(column 1 1, lines 8-45); and means for determining whether a remaining time period 
exists subsequent to said transferring means completing the information transfer within 
the time period so that said transferring means is capable of executing an additional 
information transfer completed within the remaining time period (column 9, line 51 
through column 10, line 3 and obviousness as discussed above). 
• <Claim 9> 

An apparatus, comprising: a vehicle area network having at least one or more devices 
communicatively coupled on said vehicle area network (column 5, lines 19-35); means 
for establishing communications with a local area network having at least one or more 
devices communicatively coupled on the local area network (column 10, lines 50-66); 
means for predicting a time period during which communications between said vehicle 
area network and the local area network can be made (column 10, lines 25-34); means for 
transferring information between said vehicle area network and the local area network so 
that said transferring means completes the information transfer within the time period 
(column 11, lines 8-45); and means for determining whether a remaining time period 
exists subsequent to said transferring means completing the information transfer within 
the time period so that said transferring means is capable of executing an additional 
information transfer completed within the remaining time period (column 9, line 51 
through column 10, line 3 and obviousness as discussed above). 
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• <Claim 13> 

A method, comprising: establishing communications between a local area network and a 
vehicle area network when the vehicle area network enters a communication range of the 
local area network (column 5, lines 19-35; column 10, lines 50-66; and column 11, lines 
32-40); determining a status of the vehicle and communicating the status of the vehicle to 
the local area network (column 8, lines 30-50); predicting a time period during which the 
vehicle area network will remain within communication range of the local area network 
so that communications may occur, said predicting step being based at least in part on the 
vehicle status determined in said determining step (column 10, lines 25-34); selecting an 
appropriate file capable of being transferred within the time period predicted in said 
predicting step (column 11, lines 13-18); transferring the file between the local area 
network and the vehicle area network during the time period (column 11, lines 8-45); and 
additionally determining whether a remaining time period exists subsequent to execution 
of said transferring step within the time period, and if a remaining time period exits, 
additionally executing said transferring step for an additional file capable of being 
transferred within the remaining time period (column 9, line 51 through column 10, line 3 
and obviousness as discussed above). 

• <Claim 17> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein said selecting step is based at least in part on 
at least one of the following: file importance, file size, and file priority (column 9, lines 
1-17). 
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• <Claim 18> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the local area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a wide area network, a vehicle area network, a 
personal area network, a fabric area network, and a world wide network (column 10, line 
50 through column 11, line 7). 

• <Claim 19> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the vehicle area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a home network, a wide area network, a personal area network, a 
fabric area network, and a world wide network (column 5, lines 19-35). 

• <Claim 20> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, the local area network comprising at least one of the 
following structures: a gas station, a truck stop, a residence, a business establishment, a 
restaurant, a rest area, a tourist stop, a rental car facility, a warehouse, a theater, a service 
station, a parking lot, a parking garage, an event stadium, and a shopping mall (column 
10, lines 50-66). 

Since Jiang discloses all of the above limitations, claims 1, 3-7, 9, 11, 13, and 17-20 are rejected. 

15. Claims 15, 16, 21, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jiang, as applied above, in view of Hall et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,742,037), hereinafter 
referred to as Hall. 

16. Jiang disclosed a communication planning system that enables communication between 
mobile devices in a vehicle area network and base stations in a local area network when the 
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mobile device is present in the station's coverage area. In an analogous art, Hall disclosed a 
system for dynamic information transfer between mobile targets in a vehicle area network and 
fixed targets in other networks based on a tracking of relative movement. 

17. Concerning claims 15 and 16, Jiang did not explicitly state determining the vehicle status 
or predicting the time period based on one of: engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk 
status, hood status, fuel cap status, and garage door status. However, Hall's system sets forth a 
wider array of places active as the fixed network, such as a user's home. Thus, Hall tracks a 
large number of additional properties concerning the user and the user's destination, such as the 
status of lights in the home or a garage door status. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Jiang by 
adding the ability to determine the vehicle status or predict the time period based on one of: 
engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, hood status, fuel cap status, and garage 
door status as provided by Hall. Here the combination satisfies the need for a system that 
coordinates information pertaining to time, distance, and motion in order to maximize a user's 
schedule while the user is in transit. See Hall, column 1, lines 25-36. 

18. Concerning claim 21, Jiang did not explicitly state determining means and transferring 
means based on a user's personal profile. However, Hall's system utilizes a user's personal 
profile to enhance the features of this type of communication system. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
sy stem of Jiang by adding the ability to utilize a determining means and a transferring means 
based on a user's personal profile as provided by Hall. Here the combination satisfies the need 
for a system that coordinates information pertaining to time, distance, and motion in order to 
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maximize a user's schedule while the user is in transit. See Hall, column 1, lines 25-36. This 
rationale also applies to those dependent claims utilizing the same combination. 
19. Thereby, the combination of Jiang and Hall discloses: 

• <Claiml5> 

A method a claimed in claim 13, said vehicle status determining step including obtaining 
at least one of the following: engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, 
hood status, fuel cap status, and garage door status (Hall, column 7, lines 61-67). 

• <Claim 16> 

A method as claimed in claim 13, said time period predicting step being based on at least 
one of the following: engine status, passenger status, door status, trunk status, hood 
status, fuel cap status, and garage door status (Hall, column 7, lines 61-67). 

• <Claim21> 

An apparatus, comprising: means for establishing communications between a first 
network and a second network in proximity to the first network (Jiang, column 5, lines 
19-35 and column 10, lines 50-66); means for determining an amount of data to be 
transferred between the first network and the second network, the amount being based at 
least in part on a personal profile of at least one user of at least one of the first network 
and the second network (Jiang, column 11, lines 13-18 and Hall, column 5, lines 48-54); 
and means for transferring information between the first network and the second network 
based at least in part on the personal profile of at the least one user, said means for 
transferring the information based at least in part on a priority determined by said 
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determining means from the personal profile of the at least one user (Jiang, column 1 1 , 
lines 8-45 and Hall, column 5, lines 48-54 and column 10, lines 2-6). 

• <Claim 22> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, the personal profile of the at least one or more users 
including a schedule of the at least one users (Hall, column 8, lines 3-5). 

• <Claim 24> 

An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, said means for transferring information transferring 
information based at least in part on a priority of a first one of the at least one user 
relative to another one of the at least one user determined by said determining means 
from the personal profiles of the first one and the another one of the at least one user 
(Hall, column 10, lines 2-6). 

Since the combination of Jiang and Hall discloses all of the above limitations, claims 15, 16, 21, 

22, and 24 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Sant et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,169,896) disclosed a system for comparing a service 
quality of a plurality of wireless network services that utilizes a series of messages 
between a vehicle and a fixed location. 
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• Ooishi (U.S. Patent Number 6,643,58 1) disclosed a vehicle navigation system that 
transmits real-time information to a vehicle allowing the user to make an instant 
judgment of a next action. 

• Diaz et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0032507) disclosed a 
communication system architecture for a vehicle that allows communications for 
providing information for and about the vehicle's operational status and coordinating the 
vehicle's activities. 

2 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Victor Lesniewski 
Patent Examiner 
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